two, in 1978 over the environmental contamination of a neighborhood known as "Love Canal" in upstate New York. Gibbs and other families complained that their children had become sick due to the toxic waste buried under their town in the 1950s. Activists called on the government to address the issues of pollution in the environment, mostly focusing on stopping corporations from dumping hazardous wastes in local communities. Various industries dumped hazardous waste into local ecosystems in different ways, including releasing substances into rivers, burying waste in the ground, and releasing it into the air. Activists realized that this pollution was causing health problems to the people who lived in or near these areas and began to protest as a way to get the government to take action. The efforts of Gibbs and her neighbors led to the creation of the Comprehensive Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERLCA, or Superfund), which allowed the U.S. government to collect millions of dollars from those responsible for the pollution.
In September 1982, the state government of North Carolina decided to dump 6,000 tons (5,443 metric tons) of soil contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) into a newly built landfill in Afton, a section of the town of Shocco, in Warren County. PCBs are a human-made chemical proven to cause cancer. They are used in electrical transformers and to cool machine tools because they slow down the spread of fires. The Ward Transformers Company used PCBs in their transformers, and in 1973 dumped 31,000 gallons of the chemical onto the side of a road. The PCBs entered the soil, and the government of North Carolina decided to remove all contaminated soil and deposit it into a landfill. As the soil was being transported by dump trucks to the disposal site, protesters began lying in the street to prevent the trucks from passing.
The protesters were citizens from the town who believed that the harmful chemicals would leach into their water supply and cause health problems for themselves, their pets, and their livestock. Leaching is the process where contaminants become absorbed or dissolved by rainwater as it percolates through the soil. This contaminated water then gets into the groundwater, which can be consumed by humans or animals. For six weeks people held nonviolent protests, but in the end they did not succeed. The government prevailed and the soil was dumped into the landfill. Even though this can be seen as a defeat, it drew national attention through the media's coverage of the protests. While there were a few instances before the Warren County incident that highlighted environmental injustice, this incident was one of the first to use the media to ask for support from the nation. This created a shift in the public's attitude, from "Not in my backyard" to "Not in anyone's backyard," thereby solidifying the importance of the environmental justice movement.
The Warren County protest did have a positive outcome. It provided the inspiration for groups to create studies that proved minorities and the communities they lived in were receiving hazardous wastes more frequently than other communities. In 1987, one study, called "Toxic Waste and Race in the United States," demonstrated that race was a significant factor for determining where to dispose of toxic wastes. It showed that three out of every five African-American and Hispanic people lived in a community that had a hazardous waste site. The report was the first national study to link the disposal sites of hazardous wastes to race.
In 1990, the environmental justice movement was further promoted through two key events. First, the book "Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality" was published. Written by American sociologist Robert Bullard (1946-) , it told specific stories demonstrating the connection between waste that was being dumped and race and/or economic class. The book described incidents where toxic waste was being dumped into lower-class neighborhoods where predominantly people of color lived.
The second key event was the challenge to the "Group of Ten." Environmental justice leaders sent a letter to the top ten environmental groups stating that they were not doing enough for the environmental justice movement and that they needed to help because they were in positions of power. This letter was signed by leaders of the environmental justice movement from the Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP). This organization still works today to improve communities in New Mexico by generating data on air quality and community action to improve air quality. They also provide healthy food to people in low-income communities and sponsor other social justice projects. The letter was significant because it called attention to the lack of social advocacy in the existing policies of the major environmental organizations that were viewed as environmental advocates. It did get a few of the groups, such as Greenpeace and Earth Island Institute, to start incorporating environmental justice into their organizational policies.
In 1991, there was a summit in Washington, D.C., that brought together people from all parts of the United States. It was called the First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit and it created a document called Principles of Environmental Justice. The document outlined how to organize and solve environmental justice issues within a community, as well as how to get other people involved and raise the issue to a national level of awareness. Success came under the Clinton administration. In 1994 President Bill Clinton (1946-; served 1993-2001) signed into action Executive Order 12898 -Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, which forced all branches of the federal government to include environmental justice in their policies and programs. This effectively prevented incidents similar to the Warren County episode from ever happening again in the United States because it prevents the government from dumping hazardous waste in low-income neighborhoods and forces those responsible for the waste to find safer alternative solutions.
Environmental justice is essential to sustainability because it addresses how people are affected by decisions made about environmental issues by considering connections between those decisions and their impacts on the members of the communities affected. Today, the environmental justice movement is a global movement that recognizes the threats to humans in the improper disposal of hazardous wastes, particularly in developing countries where education and environmental policies are lacking. This effectively prevented incidents similar to the Warren County episode from ever happening again in the United States because it prevents the government from dumping hazardous waste in low-income neighborhoods and forces those responsible for the waste to find safer alternative solutions.
The term "hazardous waste" has a negative connotation. Which word or phrase BEST emphasizes that connotation? The report was the first national study to link the disposal sites of hazardous wastes to race.
What does the word "national" convey in the sentence?
(A) that the study looked at a widespread area (B) that the study was ordered by the president (C) that the hazardous waste issue was more serious than thought (D) that the hazardous waste issue was too big for the country to fix
